Statement
17 October 2017
Eradication of poverty only possible by fighting inequalities
Today, on 17 October 2017 – the International Day for the Eradication of
Poverty - the Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) demands
serious measures against inequalities in order to eradicate poverty by
2030.
The global community agreed to end poverty by 2030. We have the means to do
this, if we create a more equal distribution. There is enough wealth. Only a small
group of the super rich – the 1% richest and in many countries quite a few people
- are grabbing the resources for themselves. This trend is even more extreme at
the global level with a group of a few dozen men taking wealth away from the
people through multinational corporations.
To do this they are using neoliberal policies since the 1970s, and, in the last
years, more and more other political strategies are used to influence
governments and media. Populist movements are often bankrolled by rich
backers and used to create scapegoats and further right-wing policies and views.
In addition, the space of civil society is shrinking in many countries.
As a result, social injustice is increasing and hunger is returning. In September
this year, the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) announced that after a
steady decline in the number of people going hungry, it has increased again 815 million people suffered from hunger in 2016, 38 million more than 2015!
The Agenda 2030 of the UN creates an opposite framework that aims to bring
radical and transformational changes for people and the planet. On the Global
Day of Action, 25 September 2017 – the two-year anniversary of the Agenda
2030, people organised and gathered in more than 1000 events in 116 countries
and demanded action to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Marginalized people spoke for themselves on this Global Day of Action and are
also raising their voices in many local and national struggles. To make sure that
Leave No One Behind doesn’t become a slogan but reality, GCAP is continuing its
bottom up campaign against inequalities.
The central element of the campaign is the “Faces of Inequality”, where people
speak for themselves, including, for example, women with double or multiple
discriminations. These women who have disabilities (over 600 million) or are
indigenous people and Dalits (340 million) have powerful voices and are more
and more organised. They need the political space – including in civil society.
Based on this work by GCAP’s coalitions at the local and national levels, we are
demanding the following steps to eradicate poverty and fight inequalities:
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1. Social protection for all: More than 70% of the world’s population lacks
proper social protection. By 2030, 100% coverage is needed to achieve
the SDGs.
2. Tax justice: There should be progressive taxation of multinational
companies and the rich to reduce the rising gap between rich and poor
and to fund social protection systems.
3. Women’s and girls’ rights: 70% of the world’s poor are women and girls
and 35% of women have experienced sexual violence. Equal access to
resources and basic amenities like health and education should be
ensured, plus laws to end all forms of discrimination and violence on
women and girls ought to be enacted and implemented.
4. Political participation and ensuring the freedom of civil society:
People living in poverty often belong to excluded groups and they must be
included in the process of decision making. Civil society is there to build
this connection between citizens and the state. Freedom for expression
and action are pre-requisites to eradicate poverty, and the rising
repression of civil society across the globe must be reversed.
That is why on 17 October we are raising our voices again to reiterate our
commitment to a world with less inequalities and our determination to eliminate
poverty by 2030.

END

Notes to editors: Please contact Ingo Ritz, Global Call to Acton Against Poverty
(GCAP), ingo.ritz@whiteband.org, +32498412008 for interview requests, details
of national mobilizations globally, or for any other questions.
The Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) is a southern-led movement
that challenges the structures and institutions that perpetuate poverty and
inequality. GCAP supports people in their struggles for justice and brings
individuals and organisations together to challenge the institutions and
processes that perpetuate poverty and inequalities. Together, we defend and
promote human rights, gender justice, social justice, climate justice and the
security needed for the dignity and peace of all.
Beckie Malay (the Philippines), Salina Sanou (Kenya) and Riccardo Moro (Italy)
are the three global Co-chairs of GCAP, Global Call to Action against Poverty.
http://whiteband.org
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