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A Chart is attached that graphically situates some of the current and potential CSO engagements with donors, partner country governments and the Accra High Level Forum.  The following notes should be read with reference to the numbered boxes in the accompanying Chart.

1.  The Development Assistance Committee (DAC):  

The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) is a key forum of the delegates of 22 bilateral donors and the European Commission, along with the IMF, World |Bank and UNDP as permanent observers.  Through the DAC, members reach agreement on criteria for reporting Official Development Assistance as well as common objectives concerning the conduct of their aid programs (Guidelines).  The DAC Chair, currently Mr. Richard Manning (U.K.), presides over DAC meetings attended by Paris-based delegates of the member countries and by officials from their capitals. 

There are two major meetings of the DAC – the High Level Meeting (HLM) usually attended by aid ministers and heads of multilateral aid organizations in March/April of each year, and the Senior Level Meeting (SLM) attended by the Heads of Aid Agencies of the DAC members, usually in December of each year.  The latter confirms the agenda for the HLM.  All decisions are by consensus at the DAC.  The DAC also undertake published Peer Reviews of each of its members every three-five years on a rotating basis.

The DAC has a number of subsidiary bodies that are chaired by member delegations of the DAC – Working Party on Statistics, Network on Gender Equality, Network on Environment and Development Cooperation, Network on Poverty Reduction, Network on Governance, Network on Conflict, Peace and Development Cooperation, the Fragile States Group, and the Network on Development Evaluation.  The Working Party on Aid Effectiveness and Donor Practices  (WP-EFF – see below) is a subsidiary body hosted by the DAC.

The DAC is facilitated by a Secretariat lodged in the Development Co-operation Directorate (DCD).  The head of the DCD is current Richard Carey.  (http://www.oecd.org/department/0,2688,en_2649_33721_1_1_1_1_1,00.html)

The DAC also draws on the support of the OECD Development Centre, which is an autonomous research body on development cooperation issues located within the OECD and governed by selected ambassadors to the OECD. (http://www.oecd.org/department/0,2688,en_2649_33731_1_1_1_1_1,00.html)

The Reality of Aid Network has had several informal engagements with the DAC, which have been facilitated by the Development Centre and encouraged by the current Chair of the DAC. (www.realityofaid.org)

1b CSO Engagement with the DAC (March 6, 2007): The Chair of the DAC, Richard Manning has invited a limited number of CSOs (15) to a consultation on the agenda for the next High Level Meeting in April.  He has invited DAC delegates as well as donor and partner country members of the WP-EFF to join him for this consultation.

2.  High Level Forum 3 (Accra, September 2008) [HLF3]

High Level Forums have been convened to strengthen the effectiveness of aid in the context of the Millennium Development Goals and increasing aid resources.  The first High Level Forum was held in Rome in 2003 and brought together bilateral donors, multilateral agencies, and recipient country governments to discuss issues of aid harmonization.  The second High Level Forum was convened in Paris in 2005 and issued the Paris Declaration, which summarized donor and partner country commitments for a number of promised reforms in the delivery of aid, built around five main themes (ownership, harmonization, alignment, management for results, and mutual accountability).  In July 2005, the WP-EFF agreed on measurable targets for the 12 indicators, to be achieved by 2010.  The Third HLF will be held in Ghana in September 2008 to review progress in the implementation of the Paris Declaration as reflected in these indicators.  At the High Level Meeting in April 2007, aid ministers will review the first baseline study of each indicator.

http://www.aidharmonization.org/secondary-pages/editable?key=106
http://www.aidharmonization.org/ah-overview/secondary-pages/Paris2005
CSOs developed positions in the lead-up to the Second High Level Forum and were invited to attend and present their views during the Forum.  More than 107 countries and 26 international organizations are listed as adhering to the Declaration.  However, the Paris Declaration documentation on the DAC web site mistakenly identifies CSOs that were present at the HLF2 as “adhering to the Paris Declaration”.  There was no vote or formal endorsement by CSOs.

CSO Statement of Issues prior to HLF2:  http://realityofaid.org/themeshow.php?id=37
Adherents to the Paris Declaration:

http://www.oecd.org/document/22/0,2340,en_2649_3236398_36074966_1_1_1_1,00.html
3.  DAC Working Party on Aid Effectiveness and Donor Practices (WP-EFF)

The WP-EFF is a subsidiary body of the DAC with a mandate to promote a global partnership for improved aid effectiveness, including a review of donor practices and commitments in this regard.  It is tasked with monitoring the Paris Declaration commitments and the 12 indicators.  It is leading the Joint Venture on Monitoring the Paris Declaration which has been tasked with coordinating the 2006 Survey on Monitoring the Paris Declaration.[image: image1.png]


  The WP-EFF is unique within the DAC in that it is composed of both 23 donors and an equal number of recipient countries, as well as several multilateral organizations.  The 2006 Survey worked with both donors and partner countries and its report will be reviewed by the DAC’s High Level Meeting of Ministers in April 2007.  The WP-EFF is chaired by Jan Cedergren from Sweden and is supported by Christian Lehembre, Head of the Aid Effectiveness Division in the DCD.

Site: http://www.oecd.org/department/0,2688,en_2649_3236398_1_1_1_1_1,00.html 

More than 30 CSOs have been invited to a four hour consultation with the WP-EFF on March 7, 2007, just prior to its formal meeting.  These consultations will be divided into three main areas of concern – implementation issues for the Paris Declaration, deepening the aid effectiveness agenda, and CSOs and aid effectiveness.  Three briefing papers have been prepared by CSOs for these three areas of dialogue.  CSOs are seeking more systematic engagement with the WP-EFF and the DAC in the lead-up to HLF3 in Ghana.

4.  The HLF3 Steering Committee

The HLF3 Steering Committee is a subsidiary body of the WP-EFF on Aid Effectiveness.  Its task is to plan the HLF3.  It is chaired by Jan Cedergren and directed by the World Bank’s Chris Hall. It is composed of representatives from Sweden, Japan, the UK, the US, Ghana, Nicaragua, South Africa, Vietnam, the World Bank, UNDP, the Africa Development Bank and the EU.  It is supported by the DCD.  Canada sits as an ex-officio representative as the Chair of the Advisory Group on CSOs and Aid Effectiveness (see #5 below).

5.  Advisory Group on CSOs and Aid Effectiveness (AG)

The Advisory Group is a subsidiary body of the HLF3 Steering Committee.  Its raison d’être is based, inter alia, on a recognition that the contributions of CSOs to development cooperation and aid effectiveness were not adequately considered in the Paris Declaration.  But it also raises questions about how CSO roles in development and policy are called upon to evolve in response to to the principles of the Declaration.  It is meant to be a small multi-stakeholder (but not “representative”) working group that is composed of 3 southern CSOs, 3 northern CSOs, 3 donors and 3 partner country participants.  The level of CSO participation (half the Group) is unique in the DAC and has drawn in part from the history of engagement with the DAC by the Reality of Aid Network and the European Concord networks.  

As agreed at its first meeting in mid-January, the Advisory Group will:

· Review the different roles played by CS in development and more specifically in promoting accountability and demand for results

· Facilitate multi-stakeholder consultations on civil society and aid effectiveness

· Advise the WP-EFF on the inclusion of aid effectiveness and civil society and other issues to deepen the aid effectiveness agenda

· Develop proposals for a fuller CSO engagement in the process leading up to HLF3 in 2008.  

The Advisory Group aims to prepare “proposals on Aid Effectiveness and Civil Society for discussion as part o the Accra agenda”.  

5a  Nordic Plus

A number of donors, led by Norway, are organizing a research program on reforming donor funding models and mechanisms for supporting civil society at country level, from an aid effectiveness perspective. This research will identify the strengths and weaknesses of current funding mechanisms and make recommendations for support to more harmonized, transparent and collectively effective support to NGOs/CSOs.. In carrying out the research, country analyses will look at the strengths and weaknesses of the structure, value and impact of civil society within the particular country.  While it is unclear how CSOs will contribute to this research, Norway is a member of the Advisory Group and will presumably feed the results to the AG. Canada, which chairs the Advisory Group, is also part of this research initiative. 
5b  Activities Promoted by the Advisory Group

Although the Advisory Group has not yet finalized its work plan, a number of possible activities are under discussion, including the facilitation of an international conference on CS and aid effectiveness in February 2008, which would bring together significant numbers of CSOs from developing countries and developed countries, donors and partner governments to discuss the issues.  It is envisaged that this conference would be preceded by preparatory activities, including preparatory studies, regional CSO workshops in the South and a North/South CSO workshop. 

6.  OECD Global Forum on Development
The OECD Global Forum on Development began a series of meetings and conferences in mid 2006 to enhance the sharing of development-related work and knowledge across a broad spectrum of participants.  These participants include policy makers from OECD and developing countries, research institutions and think tanks, international organizations, regional development banks, technical development agencies, foundations, private sector and civil society organizations.   The Forum is organized jointly by the Development Centre and the Development Cooperation Directorate at the OECD.  It operates through a series of events including informal experts’ workshops, policy workshops and annual plenary meetings. The first three-year thematic cycle focuses on the topic of “International Development Finance Architecture”.  Tony Tujan, the Chair of the Reality of Aid Network and Director of Research at IBON Foundation, has been a participant in most Forum meetings.

7.  CSO Parallel Forum / Conference at the time of the HLF3

Organizing for Ghana will be initiated at the end of March 2007, to organize an independent CSO Forum on the Paris Declaration and related issues on the impact of current reforms in aid architecture on poverty and the rights of the poor.  It is expected that the Forum will debate these issues and organize CSOs to press their concerns with ministers and officials who will be gathering for the High Level Forum.  Ghanaian CSOs will take the lead in organizing this CSO parallel Forum for September 2008.

8.  CSO Facilitating Committee for Accra HLF3

At a meeting at the World Social Forum, a number of CSOs came together to better coordinate CSO activities related to the Accra High Level Forum. It was agreed that these organizations would form a Facilitating Group that would initially exchange CSO input and planning in terms of processes, including those involving the DAC / Working Party on Aid Effectiveness and CSO organizing for a parallel Forum (#7 above).  These efforts will likely lead to the creation of a more formal CSO Steering Group for Accra.  Among the organizations involved in the Facilitating Committee, CIVICUS will be following the issues and communicating with its membership, including possible events at its World Assembly at the end of May 2007; IBIS Ghana will initiate a meeting in Ghana at the end of March to begin Ghanaian CSO plans for HLF3; EURODAD is willing to play a coordinating role for CSO research relating to aid effectiveness and the Paris Declaration; Social Watch will be monitoring the UN Financing for Development process which also culminates later in 2008; Reality of Aid Network’s Management Committee has been developing CSO engagements with the DAC and will be producing a Reality Check on the Paris Declaration.
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